Meteorological Summary

Hilo-Fiji Transit---March 17, 1999

Flight:


The flight extended southwest from Hilo to 6oS, 174oW, headed west along 6oS to 178oE, and then turned south to Fiji (18oS, 178oE).  Flight altitudes ranged from 500 ft to 39,000 ft.

Winds:


No major circulation centers were evident at 1000, 850, and 700 mb. Winds at these levels were from the northeast at 1000 mb (the northeast trades) and from the east. at the two higher levels.  A number of closed circulation centers was present at 500 mb, causing the winds to be from a variety of directions.  Winds at 300 and 200 mb generally were opposite those at the lower levels.  Specifically, a trough was located west of Hilo, and a closed low was present north of Fiji (just south of the equator).  These systems produced southwesterly winds over all the flight track, except for the final southward leg to Fiji where winds were from the northeast.

Sounding Features:

